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In 1884, a year before the ori-
gins of  the Cape Cod Baseball 
League, the Providence Grays 

traveled back and forth to New York 
to defeat the New York Metro-
politans in three games in what is 
considered the forerunner of  the 
modern World Series. 

More than a century later, a group 
of  baseball (make that two words 
– base ball) enthusiasts in Rhode 
Island mustered a new Grays team. 
They invited a more seasoned New 
York team to Bristol, R.I. for a re-
match. The visiting club got the best 
of  the green Grays, 13-4 and 12-9, 
but promise was shown and fun was 
had. 

Now a dozen years later, the 
Providence Grays maintain an annual 
schedule through New England and 
New York, keeping their earlier era 
version of  the game alive and vital.

On Sunday, June 13, the Grays 

will take on the New Hampshire 
Granite, a club formed in 2004, to 
play an exhibition game at McKeon 
Park in Hyannis, home of  the Cape 
Cod Baseball League’s Hyannis 
Harbor Hawks.

Getting the Grays to Hyannis 
came by way of  Sandwich.

Hyannis resident and Hyannis 
Mets-now-Harbor Hawks volunteer 
John Gorecki saw the Grays play an 
exhibition game at Heritage Mu-
seum and Gardens in Sandwich last 
September. The day suffered from 
heavy rain and low turnout, but the 
seed of  something was there. 

As he does with the field at McKe-
on Park, Gorecki tended to that 
seed and by December, it had grown 
to a commitment from the Grays. 
For Gorecki, the event is about 
the game, what it was and how it 
came to be what it is today. But it’s 

also about helping out the newly 
renamed Harbor Hawks. While the 
game is free of  charge, donations 
will be accepted, and raffles for a 
vintage-style bat from the Barnstable 
Bat Co., era baseballs and more will 
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Old Time 1884 
Exhibition Game

Sunday, June 13

McKeon Park, behind Pope 
John Paul II High School, High 

School Road, Hyannis

Pre-Game Activities  
begin at 1:30 p.m.

Game Begins at 2 p.m.

Admission is Free
Proceeds from the day benefit the 

Hyannis Harbor Hawks. Raffles for 
Barnstable Bat Co. Commemorative 
Bat • Vintage Baseballs • More.

Free Exhibition Game June 13 in Hyannis

Free Exhibition Game June 13 in Hyannis…

1884 BASE BALL 
GAME

Sponsored by

PROCEEDS FROM GAME BENEFIT

be offered.
To help the crowd understand what’s 

going on, Gorecki said that some on the 
field will be mic’d to explain the action 
and the differing rules as the game is 
played. 

Some differences? It takes seven balls 
to walk a batter. Batters calls their strike 
zones: high above the belt or low below 
the belt, which pitchers must accommo-
date to gain strikes. Batters run on three 
strikes. Gloves aren’t worn by most play-
ers. Pitchers throw from 50 feet without 
a mound.  (More rules can be found on 
page 3). 

New Hampshire Public Radio did 
a long-format segment on the team 
in 2006, two years after the Granite 
formed. It told of  the purity of  the game 
and broken fingers that add excitement 
to each play. 

In the NPR broadcast,available at 
www.nhpr.org/node/11309, Jim Bou-

ton, author of  Ball Four, summed up the 
differences between that period and to-
day’s game, “What’s really vintage base 
ball and what’s not vintage base ball, for 
me, is the line between when a player 
could and could not catch a ball with 
one hand, backhanded, in the webbing 
of  his glove and fire across the field to 
get the runner out. And that happened 

with the evolution of  baseball gloves 
somewhere in the ’20s, ’30s, ’40s. But it 
didn’t happen anytime in the 1800s.” 

Teams will meet again July 10 at the 
Granite’s home field in Nashua, N.H.

While a vintage game may not be in 
the cards for an annual event, Gorecki 
is thinking of  other community benefit 
games for next year, including a “Guns  

& Hoses” game between local police 
and firefighters. That’s in the thinking 
stage, but he’s nailed the name.

For more information, log on to  
www.providencegrays.org 
nhgranite.wordpress.com 
www.hyannishawks.com or 
www.barnstablepatriot.com.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

June 14 vs. Orleans Firebirds ............ 7 p.m.

June 15 vs. Wareham Gatemen......... 7 p.m.

June 16 @ Cotuit Kettleers ................ 5 p.m.

June 18 @ Wareham Gatemen.......... 7 p.m.

June 19 vs. Harwich Mariners (DH) ... 4 p.m.

June 20 @ Y-D Red Sox .................... 5 p.m.

June 22 @ Harwich Mariners............. 7 p.m.

June 23 @ Orleans Firebirds ............. 7 p.m.

June 24 vs. Falmouth Commodores .. 7 p.m.

June 25 vs. Wareham Gatemen......... 7 p.m.

June 26 vs. Chatham Anglers ............ 7 p.m.

June 27 @ Brewster Whitecaps (DH) 2 p.m.

June 28 @ Bourne Braves ................. 6 p.m.

June 30 vs. Brewster Whitecaps ........ 7 p.m.

July 2 @ Chatham Anglers ................ 7 p.m.

July 3 vs. Cotuit Kettleers .................. 7 p.m.

July 4 @ Y-D Red Sox ....................... 5 p.m.

July 5 vs. Y-D Red Sox ...................... 7 p.m.

July 7 @ Bourne Braves .................... 6 p.m.

July 8 @ Falmouth Commodores ...... 1 p.m.

July 9 vs. Falmouth Commodores ..... 7 p.m.

July 10 @ Harwich Mariners .............. 7 p.m.

July 11 vs. Chatham Anglers ............. 7 p.m.

July 12 @ Cotuit Kettleers ................. 5 p.m.

July 14 vs. Bourne Braves ................. 7 p.m.

July 15 vs. Wareham Gatemen .......... 7 p.m.

July 16 @ Bourne Braves .................. 6 p.m.

July 17 @ Orleans Firebirds .............. 7 p.m.

July 18 vs. Bourne Braves ................. 7 p.m.

July 20 vs. Cotuit Kettleers ................ 7 p.m.

July 21 @ Wareham Gatemen ........... 7 p.m.

July 23 vs. Cotuit Kettleers ................ 7 p.m.

July 24 @ Chatham Anglers .............. 7 p.m.

July 25 vs. Y-D Red Sox .................... 7 p.m.

July 26 @ Wareham Gatemen ........... 7 p.m.

July 28  All-Star Game, Fenway ........ 7 p.m.

July 29 vs. Falmouth Commodores ... 7 p.m.

July 30 @ Cotuit Kettleers ................. 5 p.m.

July 31 vs. Brewster Whitecaps ......... 7 p.m.

Aug. 1 @ Falmouth Commodores . 5:30 p.m.

Aug. 2 vs. Orleans Firebirds .............. 7 p.m.

Aug. 3 vs. Bourne Braves .................. 7 p.m.

Aug. 4 @ Falmouth Commodores .............. 7

Home games at McKeon Park in Hyannis

Hyannis Harbor Hawks 2010 Schedule

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The Providence Grays in action, woolen socks, no gloves and old rules.
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How we looked in 1884

The Providence Grays have played by any num-
ber of  rules from those used in 1850 to 1898, 
but the team sticks with the 1884 rules for most 

of  its exhibition games.
Along with being the year in which the Grays won 

the world series, it also ushered in the overhand pitch 
era. To that point, pitching was more of  a side-winding 
affair, with pitches thrown from above the shoulder 
deemed “dead balls.”

While this “modern” style of  pitching will be in use 
for the June 13 exhibition game, there are a number 
of  other differences in the rules of  play the audience 
should understand. 

Here’s a sampling of  the more noticeable and amusing.

Pitching
• Pitchers stand 50 feet from home base without a 

mound.
• Seven balls gains a walk
• Pitchers must pitch high (above the belt to the shoul-

der) or low (below the belt to the knees) or both high or 
low (above the knee and below the shoulder) as called 
by the batter as he enters the box. This sets the strike 
zone for that at bat.

Batting
• A batter must declare high ball, low ball, or high 

or low ball prior to the first pitch to establish the strike 
zone for that at bat. After the first pitch, the choice may 
not change.

• A batter runs to first base after three strikes.

The Bat
• It must be round; must not exceed two and one half  

inches in diameter in the thickest part, and must not 
exceed 42 inches in length.

Fielding
• Foul balls caught in the air or after one bounce make 

an out

The Ball
• Should the ball be lost during the game, the Umpire 

shall, at the expiration of  five minutes, call for a new 
ball.

• In all games the ball or balls played with shall be fur-
nished by the home Club, and become the property of  
the winning club.  (EDITOR’S NOTE: This rule doesn’t 
affect the play of  the game and isn’t adhered to these 
days, but it’s an interesting bit)

Other
• The Choice of  First Innings shall be determined by 

the two Captains.
• No Umpire shall while in uniform enter any Pool 

Room or Saloon, under penalty of  removal.
• Players in uniform shall not be permitted to seat 

themselves among the spectators under a penalty of  $5 
for each offense.

Not a rule, but of note
• Catchers wore two garden type gloves, a chest pro-

tector, and a mask.
• Most players did not wear a glove.
• Uniforms consisted of  a hat, knickers, and a shirt 

(some laced, some with a bib style).

Starting a vintage 
base ball team 
takes more than 

an ambition to return 
to the simplicity of  yes-
teryear.

In fact, it can be downright difficult 
to find the right equipment to do it au-
thentically. For the Providence Grays, it 
was a combination of  research, custom 
work, eBay finds and the patience to 
find the right combination of  elements 
to recreate the period.

Burlingame Bat
The Burlingame Bat  (above) was 

originally manufactured in Provi-
dence, R.I. in the late 19th century.

Replicas of  this bat are popular with 
vintage teams. Phoenix Bats offers a ver-
sion with a reproduction of  the original 
trademark. You can special order one 
from Bulldog Bats that should have a 
slightly more accurate shape than Phoe-
nix’s, with a thicker handle and fuller 
barrel, but no trademark graphics.

The Belt

One of  main identifying features of  
vintage base ball is wearing repro-

ductions of  accurate period uniforms. 
Unfortunately, while vintage base 
ball has become more established and 
grown over the past decade, there are 
still some significant holes in almost 

every team’s uniform presentation.
Belts are especially problematic. In 

the early 1880s, belts had a much more 
prominent role in defining a team’s 
look. The belts were very wide, usually 
around two and a half  inches, and worn 
higher than we do today, around the 
midriff  rather than sitting over the hips. 
In this period, the belts were made from 
fabric webbing in a solid color, with a 
metal buckle or single or double mount-
ed leather straps.

The big problem with reproducing 
these belts is that you can’t find 2.5” cot-
ton webbing. It isn’t a standard width. 
So instead you need to use canvas or a 
similar fabric to sew a fabric belt. This 
is not, by the way, unprecedented for the 
period. They had canvas belts. If  you 
have to dye the fabric, that’s another 
non-trivial step. Then you need to either 
learn to sew leather or find someone 
who can.

After a year of  experimenting, the 
Grays seem to have hit on the right for-
mula, with the help of  Bruce at Lincoln 
Shoe Repair in Cranston. 

This belt is based on one from the 
1884 Spalding Guide. In fact, we just 
scanned the illustration from an adver-
tisement and blew it up to full size to 
use as a pattern. 

Umpire’s Mask

According to A Game of  Inches, 
umpires were wearing masks by 

1882. In the past, we hadn’t consistently 
done this. We sometimes wore a modern 
mask, and sometimes umpired from be-
hind the pitcher, which is not authentic 
to the period, sometimes we didn’t wear 
a mask, which presents obvious dangers. 
So we bought this mask:

The cage is a Reach model, prob-
ably from the 1890s, although the basic 
design is consistent with the mid-1880s. 
We got the cage with no pads for under 
$50 on eBay. The cage itself  is in great 
shape, structurally sound with much of  
the original paint intact.

Based on pictures of  the same mask 
with intact pads on the MEARS auction 
site, Lincoln Shoe Repair in Cranston 
fabricated a full set of  reproduction pads 
for us. The pads look great, with a lot of  
care and accurate detail put into the job. 
We used a white elastic head strap, like 
the original, but we added some hidden 
Velcro to make it more adjustable and 
more easily replaceable. The cost for the 
leather work was $100, although now 
that he knows how long the job takes, 
you might have to pay more!

This mask is older than those usually 
used by vintage base ball catchers. I’d be 
reluctant to give it to a catcher simply 
because it would take a beating being 
thrown on the ground dozens of  times 
each game. These cages aren’t particu-
larly rare; a couple come up just about 
every month on eBay.

Socks

Socks were an important part of  the 
19th century base ball uniform. Up 

through the mid-1880s most teams had 
white pants and jerseys (there were, of  
course, many exceptions). The identify-
ing colors came from stripes on the hat, 
a wide belt, and the socks. The names 
of  the Red Sox and White Sox are all 

the evidence which should be necessary 
to prove the point.

A good pair of  base ball socks in the 
1880s were woolen. You could buy cot-
ton base ball socks in period catalogs 
and guides, but the Grays prefer the 
look of  wool, and you should too.

Years of  exhaustive research and 
experimentation has only turned up 
one wool sock suitable for vintage base 
ball. The primary problem is finding a 
long enough sock; it should to be long 
enough to go at least up to the knee of  
a big 6’ plus ball player. You’re really 
looking for an over-the-knee length sock. 

We get ours from Hamilton Dry 
Goods, which makes them for all kinds 
of  re-enactors, “Renaissance, early 
American, Eastern longhunter, as well 
as fur trade and civil war.” Specifically 
we get the “Wool Socks” which are 
listed at $8 a pair and $20 for 3 pairs, 
which is actually competitive with a 
good pair of  modern baseball socks, 
oddly enough. We have ordered both 
the versions with and without feet. Our 
footed socks seemed bigger and longer, 
but the web site says the opposite is true, 
so your mileage may vary. 

Historically, the Grays had medium to 
light blue socks. There is some variation 
in the descriptions of  the color, but it 
seems clear that we should avoid navy 
or royal blue. There were lots of  teams 
called the Blues, but the Grays weren’t 
one of  them. 

 

Information adapted from the Providence Grays 
Web site, providencegrays.org.

The Equipment The Rules

For additional 
information...

The Providence Grays recommend 
A Game of  Inches: The Stories Behind 
the Innovations That Shaped Baseball 

by Peter Morris as an essential compan-
ion for any vintage base ball player.  

For whatever technique, strategy, rule 
or piece of  equipment you can think of, 
Morris provides documented evidence 
dating its first use. It’s a convenient 
reference to figure out what’s OK to 
do, wear and use in different years.  

It was revised in 2010 to merge two 
volumes into a single, updated version.

The Barnstable Patriot was publishing long before the first officially 
recorded game of “base ball” in 1846. By the time the Providence Grays 
won the World Series in 1884, the Patriot had 54 years under its belt. Its 
earliest mention of a game of base ball played on Cape Cod was in the 
July 7, 1857 issue, which noted, “The Fourth was celebrated at Falmouth 
by a game of base ball, in which some of the principal men of that place 
participated.”

For additional 

Photos and an account of the game between the Providence Grays and the New Hampshire Granite  
will be available on barnstablepatriot.com shortly after the game, which starts at 2 p.m. June 13. 
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In 1884, a year before the ori-
gins of  the Cape Cod Baseball 
League, the Providence Grays 

traveled back and forth to New York 
to defeat the New York Metro-
politans in three games in what is 
considered the forerunner of  the 
modern World Series. 

More than a century later, a group 
of  baseball (make that two words 
– base ball) enthusiasts in Rhode 
Island mustered a new Grays team. 
They invited a more seasoned New 
York team to Bristol, R.I. for a re-
match. The visiting club got the best 
of  the green Grays, 13-4 and 12-9, 
but promise was shown and fun was 
had. 

Now a dozen years later, the 
Providence Grays maintain an annual 
schedule through New England and 
New York, keeping their earlier era 
version of  the game alive and vital.

On Sunday, June 13, the Grays 

will take on the New Hampshire 
Granite, a club formed in 2004, to 
play an exhibition game at McKeon 
Park in Hyannis, home of  the Cape 
Cod Baseball League’s Hyannis 
Harbor Hawks.

Getting the Grays to Hyannis 
came by way of  Sandwich.

Hyannis resident and Hyannis 
Mets-now-Harbor Hawks volunteer 
John Gorecki saw the Grays play an 
exhibition game at Heritage Mu-
seum and Gardens in Sandwich last 
September. The day suffered from 
heavy rain and low turnout, but the 
seed of  something was there. 

As he does with the field at McKe-
on Park, Gorecki tended to that 
seed and by December, it had grown 
to a commitment from the Grays. 
For Gorecki, the event is about 
the game, what it was and how it 
came to be what it is today. But it’s 

also about helping out the newly 
renamed Harbor Hawks. While the 
game is free of  charge, donations 
will be accepted, and raffles for a 
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Old Time 1884 
Exhibition Game

Sunday, June 13

McKeon Park, behind Pope 
John Paul II High School, High 

School Road, Hyannis

Pre-Game Activities  
begin at 1:30 p.m.

Game Begins at 2 p.m.

Admission is Free
Proceeds from the day benefit the 

Hyannis Harbor Hawks. Raffles for 
Barnstable Bat Co. Commemorative 
Bat • Vintage Baseballs • More.

Free Exhibition Game June 13 in Hyannis

Free Exhibition Game June 13 in Hyannis…

1884 BASE BALL 
GAME

Sponsored by

PROCEEDS FROM GAME BENEFIT

be offered.
To help the crowd understand what’s 

going on, Gorecki said that some on the 
field will be mic’d to explain the action 
and the differing rules as the game is 
played. 

Some differences? It takes seven balls 
to walk a batter. Batters calls their strike 
zones: high above the belt or low below 
the belt, which pitchers must accommo-
date to gain strikes. Batters run on three 
strikes. Gloves aren’t worn by most play-
ers. Pitchers throw from 50 feet without 
a mound.  (More rules can be found on 
page 3). 

New Hampshire Public Radio did 
a long-format segment on the team 
in 2006, two years after the Granite 
formed. It told of  the purity of  the game 
and broken fingers that add excitement 
to each play. 

In the NPR broadcast,available at 
www.nhpr.org/node/11309, Jim Bou-

ton, author of  Ball Four, summed up the 
differences between that period and to-
day’s game, “What’s really vintage base 
ball and what’s not vintage base ball, for 
me, is the line between when a player 
could and could not catch a ball with 
one hand, backhanded, in the webbing 
of  his glove and fire across the field to 
get the runner out. And that happened 

with the evolution of  baseball gloves 
somewhere in the ’20s, ’30s, ’40s. But it 
didn’t happen anytime in the 1800s.” 

Teams will meet again July 10 at the 
Granite’s home field in Nashua, N.H.

While a vintage game may not be in 
the cards for an annual event, Gorecki 
is thinking of  other community benefit 
games for next year, including a “Guns  

& Hoses” game between local police 
and firefighters. That’s in the thinking 
stage, but he’s nailed the name.

For more information, log on to  
www.providencegrays.org 
nhgranite.wordpress.com 
www.hyannishawks.com or 
www.barnstablepatriot.com.
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June 14 vs. Orleans Firebirds ............ 7 p.m.

June 15 vs. Wareham Gatemen......... 7 p.m.

June 16 @ Cotuit Kettleers ................ 5 p.m.

June 18 @ Wareham Gatemen.......... 7 p.m.

June 19 vs. Harwich Mariners (DH) ... 4 p.m.

June 20 @ Y-D Red Sox .................... 5 p.m.

June 22 @ Harwich Mariners............. 7 p.m.

June 23 @ Orleans Firebirds ............. 7 p.m.

June 24 vs. Falmouth Commodores .. 7 p.m.

June 25 vs. Wareham Gatemen......... 7 p.m.

June 26 vs. Chatham Anglers ............ 7 p.m.

June 27 @ Brewster Whitecaps (DH) 2 p.m.

June 28 @ Bourne Braves ................. 6 p.m.

June 30 vs. Brewster Whitecaps ........ 7 p.m.

July 2 @ Chatham Anglers ................ 7 p.m.

July 3 vs. Cotuit Kettleers .................. 7 p.m.

July 4 @ Y-D Red Sox ....................... 5 p.m.

July 5 vs. Y-D Red Sox ...................... 7 p.m.

July 7 @ Bourne Braves .................... 6 p.m.

July 8 @ Falmouth Commodores ...... 1 p.m.

July 9 vs. Falmouth Commodores ..... 7 p.m.

July 10 @ Harwich Mariners .............. 7 p.m.

July 11 vs. Chatham Anglers ............. 7 p.m.

July 12 @ Cotuit Kettleers ................. 5 p.m.

July 14 vs. Bourne Braves ................. 7 p.m.

July 15 vs. Wareham Gatemen .......... 7 p.m.

July 16 @ Bourne Braves .................. 6 p.m.

July 17 @ Orleans Firebirds .............. 7 p.m.

July 18 vs. Bourne Braves ................. 7 p.m.

July 20 vs. Cotuit Kettleers ................ 7 p.m.

July 21 @ Wareham Gatemen ........... 7 p.m.

July 23 vs. Cotuit Kettleers ................ 7 p.m.

July 24 @ Chatham Anglers .............. 7 p.m.

July 25 vs. Y-D Red Sox .................... 7 p.m.

July 26 @ Wareham Gatemen ........... 7 p.m.

July 28  All-Star Game, Fenway ........ 7 p.m.

July 29 vs. Falmouth Commodores ... 7 p.m.

July 30 @ Cotuit Kettleers ................. 5 p.m.

July 31 vs. Brewster Whitecaps ......... 7 p.m.

Aug. 1 @ Falmouth Commodores . 5:30 p.m.

Aug. 2 vs. Orleans Firebirds .............. 7 p.m.

Aug. 3 vs. Bourne Braves .................. 7 p.m.

Aug. 4 @ Falmouth Commodores .............. 7

Home games at McKeon Park in Hyannis

Hyannis Harbor Hawks 2010 Schedule

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The Providence Grays in action, woolen socks, no gloves and old rules.


